COLLECTION AND DISCHARGE OF THE ZAKAT     ->

original debt in quantity in order to allow for a difference
in quality between them, if they are fungible (mithli) goods
of one and the same genus.1 For example, it is not allowed
to pay, in settlement of a zakat debt of four bushels of
wheat of medium quality, three bushels of good quality; or
to give, in lieu of two dresses of inferior quality, one dress
of better quality, although the three bushels of good wheat
may be worth the four bushels of inferior quality, or the
one superior dress may be worth the two inferior ones.
The reason for this is that when articles subject to the pro-
hibition of usury are exchanged for one another, no allow-
ance may be made for a difference in quality between them
if they are both of the same genus. Such articles are ex-
changed in equal amounts only. Zufar held the opposite
view, arguing that the prohibition of usury applies only as
between man and man, not God and man, as is the case in
zakat.

While the zakat payer has the four options mentioned,
the collector may nevertheless refuse to accept the second
alternative, namely, that of being paid more than the
zakat and of reimbursing the difference, but he may not
refuse the other three. According to the author of the
Bada'ic? the collector may refuse only when the zakat payer
offers in payment of his zakat debt a fraction of an article,
for instance, a part of a hiqqah, instead of a bint labun.
Others say that the above four options belong to the col-
lector, but this view is not generally accepted.

According to Abu Yusuf and Muhammad Ibn al-Hasan,
when the zakat payer pays the value, instead of the very
thing due as zakat, he pays its value on the day of pay-
ment,3 but according to Abu Hanif ah, he pays its value on

1 Mabsiit, p. 203 ; Jdmif, p. 313.                           2 Mafmaf, p. 166.

3 Cf. Kharashi, p. 125.